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Happy New Year, Alumni!   
Thank you to those who helped fill this issue with content and 
filled our mailboxes with stories and photos. Without you, the 
Alumni Newsletter would not be possible. 
In this issue, it’s important to check out the Falls Education 
Foundation and Purple Pride updates as provided by Gordy 
Dault and Terry “Krazy” Thompson. PP donated $22,000 
during the last grant funding period and is gearing up for its 
upcoming spring event: Big Prize Bingo. You can read more 
about the event on this page. 
Please also take some time to read about the Class of 1975’s 
50th reunion that took place this past summer—do you 
recognize anyone you know? 
We appreciate all the loyal readers of each issue of the 
Alumni Newsletter. Your submissions are always welcome, 
so feel free to send me a note or share a photo about what 
you’ve been up to lately by emailing me at fhsalumninews@
gmail.com. 
The content deadline for our next issue is April 30, 2026 –  
I can’t wait to hear from you! 
Best, 
Whitney Bartholmy 
Editor 

 

Falls Education Foundation 
Submitted by Gordy Dault 
FEF Board President 
Class of ‘68
How has declining enrollment affected the International Falls 
School District? 
School districts receive funding from the state based on the 
number of students. As student numbers decline, the amount 
of funding declines, but the cost of educating students and 
maintaining facilities increases. When Falls Elementary, 
Bronco Arena, and the FHS swimming pool were built, there 
were over 3,000 students in our school district. Current 
enrollment is 900. 
Enrollment options have had a significant financial impact as 
well. When parents enroll their kids in a neighboring district, 
home school, or the community college, the funding goes 
with the students. Trying to provide quality education and 
maintain aged facilities is an ongoing financial challenge for 
the school district.
The Falls Education Foundation (FEF) can’t fix all needs, 
but we do what we can with our grant system in place. FEF 
recently provided funds to upgrade classroom furniture, 
interactive smart boards, and graphing calculators. We could 
not do this without the support from our alumni—we can’t say 
thank you enough.

Purple Pride
Submitted by Terry ‘Krazy’ Thompson 
Purple Pride Chairperson
Class of 1968 
The Purple Pride Committee (PP) donated $22,000 
during the last grant funding period. 
Various co-curricular programs submitted requests and 
grants were awarded to: track and field teams for lane cones, 
an ice machine for all activities, a fitness wall machine for the 
weight room, a golf simulator, overhead circulation fans for 
the pool area, and funds to support a new sound system in 
the gymnasium. 
Unfortunately, the total amount of requests could not be 
granted during this round, but we are hopeful funds will be 
available to support the remaining groups during the spring 
grant season. 
A reminder to our readers: PP can only supply funding for co-
curricular programs or affiliated facilities directly related to co-
curricular programs. We would love to cover every request, 

Purple Pride continued on page 4

Whitney’s daughter, Grace, 3, leans on her dad to show her 
the ropes during her first ice skating lesson at Kerry Park in 
International Falls over Christmas break. 
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FALLS EDUCATION FOUNDATION - Academics

continued on page 3

DONATIONS SEPTEMBER 1, 2025  - DECEMBER 31, 2025

In Memory of Kathy Reuter Miggins: Jim & Joann 
Dornhecker, Karen Bergstrom, Carolyn Davison, Brian & 
Maggie McBride, Sharon Reuter, Rich & Irene Johnson, 
William & Laurie Miggins, Nathan & Cyndi Heibel, John & 
Kathryn Valentine, Renee Radford, Susan Anderson, Jim 
Miggins, and Audrey Beattie 
In Memory of James “Jim” Miggins: Jim & Joann 
Dornhecker, Sue Swendsen, Matt Donahue, Karn Bergstrom, 
Kevin & Camille Murphy, John & Kathryn Valentine, William & 
Rose Sirois, In Memory of Carolyn Davison, Sharon Reuter, 
Dennis & Catherine Sumner, Ron & Janet Kopp, Nathan & 
Cyndi Heibel, Robert & Pamela Peterson, and Scott & Cathy 
Readman 
In Memory of Jim & Kathy Miggins: Charles & MK Reuter 
In Memory of Patty Ruelle: Robert & Pamela Peterson and 
James & Vicki Giauque
In Memory of Marlene Wagner: Paul & Denise Nevanen, 
James & Vicki Giauque, Teresa & Bruce Ness, Elizabeth 
Villalta, and Mike & Mary Williams
In Memory of Gail Costley: Janis Costley, Donna 
Frederickson, Vern & Karen Kalstad-Swenson, Louise 
Earnest Dion, Linda Chovan White, and Patricia Costley 
Stromgren
In Memory of Jan Johnson: Mary Rolando, Rich & Irene 
Johnson, Doug & Nancy Anderson, and Bob & Toni 
Rapaway 
In Memory of Amber Black: Donna Frederickson
In Memory of Mary Moe: Kim McDonald
In Memory of Jeff Veeder: Jim McDonald
In Memory of Don Peerbolte: Doreen Swendsen, Dave & 
Gigie Harder, and Mike & Jill Katrin 
In Memory of the Class of 1976 Classmates: Dennis Martin
In Memory of Michael Frisch: Ralph Frisch and Tim & 
Marva Fairchild 
In Memory of Chopper McBride: Wayne & Mary Ann Kasich 
In Memory of Leroy Lepper: Mike & Jill Katrin 
In Memory of Don Carey: Daryl & Teresa Waller 
In Memory of Gary Alexander: Margaret Hanson
In Memory of Doug Bohman: Carole Johnson and Mark & 
Janis Bohman 
In Memory of Bruce Ketola: Richard Sundberg 
In Memory of Laurie Skifstrom Pleimling: Shelley McCloud 
In Memory of the Deceased Members of the Youso 
Family: Mary Phillipe 
In Memory of Oscar Mahle: Owen Nelson

In Memory of Janice McClanahan: Chris & Margaret 
Kuffenkam
In Memory of Leanna McClanahan: Lauren McClanahan 
In Memory of Hilma Bass: Robert C. Bass, 
In Memory of Vietnam Classmates of 1965: Terry R.F. 
Randolph 
In Memory of Jim & Deloris Merrill: Ward Merrill 
In Memory of Wallace M. Herman: Tom & Margaret Herman 
In Memory of Kay Herman: Tom & Margaret Herman 
In Memory of Dr. Jon Talsness: Norman & Christine 
Manselle and Jan Budris 
In Memory of Grandpa Savard: Rita Rindfleisch 
In Memory of David W. Erickson: Donnie Erickson 
In Memory of Doyle Hartje: Julie Manley-Hartje 
In Memory of Roy & Jean Manley: Julie Manley-Hartje 
In Memory of Jan (Bergvall) Nelson: Linda Winer 
In Memory of Wendy Blais: Dean Blais 
In Memory of Geraldine Lindsey: Robert & Pamela 
Peterson 
In Memory of Frank Youso: Guy & Peggy Johnson and Ron 
Pelland 
In Memory of Deceased Classmates of 1974: Lynn 
Brannon 
In Memory of Terryanne Schindeldecker: Toni Korpi 
In Memory of Bud Blake: Toni Korpi 
In Memory of Roslyn Matthews: William Matthews 
In Memory of Liz Hams: John & Karen Wilson
In Memory of Randy Barkowski: Ronald Weum
In Memory of Lee Lepper: Holler Crew (Lisa A., Kim, 
Judy, Lisa W.), James & Louise Bartkowski, Larry & Alyce 
Mannausau, Bob & Toni Rapaway, Clara Hardy, Trudy 
Lepper, and Jim & Gail Rognerud
In Memory of Leo Karsnia: Jimmy David Levene 
In Memory of Robert & Maxine Hefner: Karen Munsterman 
In Memory of Ancy Tone Morse: Sandra Tone  
In Memory of Mike Coleman: Edward & Pamela Taylor 
In Memory of Robert & Pauline Hartje: LL & PA Ledbetter 
In Memory of Loren Reyes: Howard & Michelle Nevanen, 
Stephen L. Reyes 
In Memory of Cathy Brekke: Jim & Mary Bigler 
In Memory of Linda Erickson: Ben Slowe 
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continued from page 2

DONATIONS SEPTEMBER 1, 2025  - DECEMBER 31, 2025

FALLS EDUCATION FOUNDATION - Co & Ex Curricular (Purple Pride Fund)
In Memory of Janice McClanahan: Janis Costley 
In Memory of Leo Dugas: Rich & Irene Johnson 
In Memory of Mary Moe: Kim McDonald 
In Memory of Jeff Veeder: Kim McDonald
In Memory of the Class of 1976 Classmates We Have 
Lost: Dennis Martin 
In Memory of Kathy Miggins: Richard A. McBride, Jim 
Miggins 
In Memory of Don Peerbolte: Dave & Gigie Harder 
In Memory of Oscar Mahle: Joan Mahle 
In Memory of Don Carey: Daryl & Teresa Waller 
In Memory of Lester & Lillian Nordlum: Janet & Jody 
Schulz 
In Memory of Laurie Skifstrom Pleimling: Shelley McCloud 
In Memory of Chopper McBride: Bob & Toni Rapaway, 
Donna Frederickson, and Julie & Harold Schumacher 

In Memory of Leanna McClanahan: Lauren McClanahan 
In Memory of Vietnam Classmates of 1965: Terry R. F. 
Randolph 
In Memory of LeaEtta Jackson: Tony & Kris Jackson 
In Memory of Leroy Roger Anderson: Mike & Jill Katrin 
In Memory of 1965 Classmates Killed in Vietnam: Roger 
Oettinger 
In Memory of Joleen Heatherly: Joyce Vohler Wilson 
In Memory of Shirley Burns: Terry Burns 
In Memory of Wendy Blais: Dean Blais 
In Memory of Jim Thompson: Donald Larson 
In Memory of Jim Bruggeman: Donald Larson
In Memory of Jim Rolando: Rick Rolando 
In Memory of Deceased Classmates of 1974: Lynn 
Brannon

FALLS EDUCATION FOUNDATION - Academics

In Memory of Dick & Judy Dougherty: Dan & Jenny 
Herman 
In Memory of Manny Herzig: Kurt & Joan Tonn and Kevin & 
Kelly Gordon 
In Memory of Leslie Fairhurst Baron: Tom Kalar 
In Memory of Cindy Kriske: Barb Kriske-Hill 
In Memory of Roslyn Matthews: William Matthews 
In Memory of Patty Bahr: Kevin & Kelly Gordon 
In Memory of Cathy Brekke: Ed & Joan Baron 
In Memory of Kay Arnold: Ed & Joan Baron, Carolyn 
Davison 
In Memory of Linda Servis: Ed & Joan Baron 
In Memory of Pat Roche: Jan Budris 
In Memory of Larry Roche: Jan Budris
In Memory of Tim “Sam” Roche: Jan Budris 
In Memory of Leslie Fairhurst Baron: Class of 1988 
In Memory of Don & Carole Ham: Tina Ham Peterson 
In Honor of the Class of 1965: Class of 1965 
In Honor of Ron Laurion: Fred Laurion
In Honor of All My Former Students: Darrell Schmidt
In Honor of the FHS Class of 1964: Marit Lee Kucera 

In Honor of the Class of 1973: Joe & Amy Matson 
In Honor of the Class of 1956: Jacquline Robertson 
In Honor of Our Grandkids-Pax, Natalie & Frankie: Jay & 
Betty Mitchell
In Honor of Sonja Romslo Strutz (Class of 1958): Dave 
Strutz 
In Honor of Fred & Marilyn Olson: Cindy Mertens 
In Honor of Marc Jackson: Ronald Caple 
In Honor of Terry Lucca: Melissa Walls 
Other Donations: Maripat Holt, Mike & Jill Katrin, David 
Skwarok, Judith Rohde, Border Chevrolet GMC, Joan Heinle, 
Wengberg Tranfer, Inc., Marsha DuMez, Chuck Lindahl, 
Denis & Joan Axen, Ranae Whitbeck, Larry Lennox, Tom 
Riley, Virgina K. Bergvall, Marc & Rachel Glowack, Lyle & 
Norena Guerard, John & Tami Walls, Gerald Kvist, Les & 
Molly Bragg, Duyane & Nancy Johnson, Lael Anderson, 
Barbara Leinum, Tom & Dixie Worth, Annette Fritz, Patrick & 
Katherine Bracken, Karen Aklestad, Donald Kvist, Leonard L. 
Simon, Linnea Peover, Ronald Caple, Kipp & Diane Raboin, 
Jeffrey & Diane Lindvall, David & Diane Doris, Georgia 
Growette, Sharon Swenson Cullen, William Scheela, Scott 
Schlieff, Duane & Jacquie Manselle, Susan M. Kohler, Garry 
Korpi, Randall A. & Theresa M. Olson, LL & PA Ledbetter, 
Jennifer Windels, James Ball, Rick & Lou Faulkner, Leah 
Banen Gilbert, Marcia Stewart, Maripat Holt, Brian & Susan 
Frank, and Jay & Julie Bartkowski 

continued on page 4

Thank you for your contribution!  •  Thank you for your contribution!  •  Thank you for your contribution!
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Purple Pride continued from page 1

In Memory of Frank Youso: Ron Pelland 
In Memory of Roslyn Matthews: William Matthews 
In Memory of Paul & Myrtle Constantine: Robyn B. Phillips 
In Memory of LeRoy/Steve Mathews: Melody Bolin 
In Memory of Rose Iraci Ulseth: Carol Melloy 
In Memory of Lee Lepper: James & Louise Bartkowski, Judy 
Olson, and Carol Smith
In Memory of My Deceased Brother and Sisters: Leonard 
L. Simon 
In Memory of Mike & Dixie Karpesh: Pamela Karpesh 
In Memory of Bill Taylor: Edward & Pamela Taylor 
In Memory of Leroy Roger (Andy) Anderson: Andy & 
Laurie Hedlund
In Memory of Fallen Members of the Class of 1965: Tom 
Johnson & Sheryl McRoberts 
In Memory of Jerry Zoupas: Roberta Zoupas 

In Memory of Milton Zoupas: Roberta Zoupas 
In Memory of Carol Alstrom: Sue Alstrom 
In Memory of Roger Julien: Jennifer Lazzar 
In Memory of Jaclyn (Peterson) Julien: Jennifer Lazzar 
In Memory of Tony Miller: Clarice Miller 
In Honor of the Class of 1959: Judy Spencer 
In Honor of the FHS Class of 1964: Marit Lee Kucera 
In Honor of the Class of 1973: Joe & Amy Matson 
In Honor of the Class of 1956: Jacquline Robertson 
Other Donations: David Skwarok, Border Chevrolet GMC, 
Joan Heinle, Wenberg Transfer, Inc., Tom Riley, Lyle & 
Norena Guerard, Les & Molly Bragg, Duayne & Nancy 
Johnson, Karen Aklestad, Marlys Stansbury, Bruce Stavseth, 
Kipp & Diane Raboin, Jeffrey & Diane Lindvall, David & 
Diane Doris, Georgia Growette, Sharon Swenson Cullen, 
William Scheela, Candy Nelson, Susan M. Kohler, Garry 
Korpi, Debra Johansen, and John & Pamela Wenberg 

In Memory of Muriel Shortridge Holmestad: Sharyl 
Knutson
In Memory of Kay Shortridge Johnson: Sharyl Knutson
In Memory of Cynthia Coleman: Edward & Pamela Taylor 
Other Donations: Jim & Joann Dornhecker, Richard A. 
McBride, Joan Heinle, Judy Spencer, Maripat Holt,  

Marlys Tveit, Ron Pelland, Michael & Barbara Rud, Peggy 
Kelly, Sharon Swenson Cullen, Karen Munsterman, 
Barbara Carpenter, Trudy Lepper, Ladd & Onida Kocinski, 
Garry Korpi, Jeffrey & Diane Lindvall, Avis Sullivan, Dale & 
Rochelle Hartje, David & Diane Doris, Peter Nuthak, Jan 
Budris, and Sue Alstrom

FHS ALUMNI NEWSLETTER

continued from page 3

but we are restricted by what funds we have available. 
Please know your request was not forgotten—we need to 
prioritize needs first and there are many. 

Big Prize Bingo – April 2 
The PP Committee has been relatively quiet during the 
winter months, but we are starting to gear up for our spring 
fundraising event: Big Prize Bingo. 
The event will take place Thursday, April 2 at the VFW. 
For those who are unaware about this event, Big Prize Bingo 
means that every prize is worth $500 or more. So far, we 
have 11 prizes available along with additional raffle prizes. 
We have added a new twist to this year’s event as in the past 
we have relied on donations from local merchants to provide 
prizes. 
This year, we have decided to ask alumni from their 
graduation classes to donate $500 or more to “purchase” 
prizes from local businesses. Our local merchants have been 
phenomenal about supporting school activities and deserve 

accolades for their efforts. It’s time for us to give back and 
support these businesses. 
So far, the response from FHS classes has been positive. 
The classes of 1965 and 1970 each donated $1,000 and the 
Class of 1968 has donated $2,150 so far. We have additional 
commitments from other classes and we are awaiting their 
donations. The bar has been set pretty high by the codgers 
from ’68 but any donation is appreciated. The pressure is on! 
For the side raffle available, we are asking alumni to donate 
prizes. We have some very talented people among our 
graduates, and a personalized, handcrafted gift would be a 
great prize, while also being very special. 
If you or your class would like to get involved in this upcoming 
event, please contact me or Gordy Dault directly for more 
information. 
PP is working on keeping the Bronco tradition alive by 
continuing to support co-curricular activities at FHS – let’s 
keep the momentum moving in the right direction. Go 
Broncos! 

DONATIONS SEPTEMBER 1, 2025  - DECEMBER 31, 2025
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Chorus 1974-75

Bronco Hockey 1974-75
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Want to view this February, 2026 Alumni Newsletter online?
Visit www.fallseducationfoundation.com to view this issue and previous issues. Newsletters are 
typically available online and mailed out the second weeks of February, June, and October annually.  
The content deadline for our June, 2026 edition is April 30, 2026. Send your content to Whitney at 
fhsalumninews@gmail.com or to P.O. Box 933, Int’l Falls, MN 56649.

         Special Thanks 
to the International Falls – Memories of  
Home Facebook page for allowing us  

to use their posted photos.
Build your own custom worksheet at education.com/worksheet-generator
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Did you hear? 
•	The International Falls Broncos were 2025 

Winternational Falls Holiday Hockey Tournament 
Champions after defeating Bagley-Fosston 6-3. 

• 	International Falls Bronco football players Hayden 
Swenson, Kane Thompson, and Zach Youso were 
recognized with 2025 All-District Honors. All-District 
honorable mention selections included Andrew 
Eide, Carter Line, and Logan Nordby. Bronco Kane 
Thompson was also named to the 2025  
All-Minnesota Football Team by the Star Tribune. 

Find us at:
www.fallseducationfoundation.com

 https://www.facebook.com/ 
fallseducationfoundation/
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Class of 1975 free will donation allowing the “75ers” to 
donate $500 to the local VFW. 

Did you hear? 
•	 International Falls locally owned business Glow North 

Day Spa became The Aesthetic Collective and opened 
in a new location in January. 

•	Newly appointed International Falls Police Chief Scott 
Wherley took the oath of office during the January Falls 
City Council meeting. 

Online donations may be made by visiting our  
website at www.fallseducationfoundation.com  

or Mail to: Falls Education Foundation,  
PO Box 933, International Falls, MN 56649

Thank you for your contribution!

Orchestra 1974-75

Purple Pride Spring Fundraising event 
Big Prize Bingo 

Thursday, April 2 at the VFW
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Class of 1975 50th Reunion
Submitted by LuAnne Caul 
Class of ’75 
In August of 2025, the FHS Class 
of 1975 celebrated its 50th reunion. 
Yes, 50! The combined efforts of 
all classmates resulted in a well-
attended, unforgettable weekend. 
Friday evening was a gathering at 
IFalls VFW #2948 for a fabulous 
fish fry, caught and cooked by the 
Alaska boys—Sam Evanoff, Stuart 
Laurion, and Ken Sirois. Thank you 
to many classmates who helped 
with décor, set-up, serving, and 
doing dishes. Also thank you to those who provided side dishes and desserts. What a feast! 
Not only was the class generous with their presence but also with a free will donation allowing the “75ers” to donate $500 to the 
local VFW. 

On Saturday, We were blessed 
with another full house at 
Thunderbird Lodge. Our 
name tags were puzzle pieces 
representing that no matter how 
long you went to school here, you 
were all piece of a puzzle that 
completed our class. All of us are 
connected, which makes the full 
puzzle. 
We not only enjoyed the company 
of colleagues but also of our dear 
teacher, Mr. Schmidt.  
 

We welcomed those who were here, we missed those who were unable to come, and we honored those who have passed. 
We had a wonderful program presented by Sharon Wood Leali, Donni Goerts LeBlanc, and Chris Friedbauer Robb. There 
were many homemade crafts and donated gifts decorating the main table. Most of us were lucky to take some home. 
The room overflowed with the sharing of laughter, tears, handshakes, hugs, dancing, and the making of more amazing 
memories. 
Once again, due to the thoughtfulness of everyone, we were able to raise $1,000 to support the local rebuild of the Pete 
Peterson Bandshell Project. I cannot wait for the next reunion! 
Well done FHS Class of ’75!

Class of 1975 50th Class Reunion*
Front: Jessie Batdorf, Julie Larson, Ed Woods, Russ Nagle, Sharon Woods Leali, Larry Etienne, Dean Maish, Chris Friedbauer 
Robb, Don Porter, Dana Batdorf Bartheld, Kathy Ruelle Thiele, Dale Erickson, Michelle Nash, Debbie Stoltz Scott, Donni 
Goerts LeBlanc, Jill Mitchell Peterson, Terri Walls Nagurski, Karin Blais, Deb Cassibo Long, Toni Hardy Rapaway, Diane 
Gosselin Woods, Sandy Kruse, Cindy Wagner Matiski, Kathy Kennedy Carrier, Tim Soboleski, Larry LeBlanc, John Piekarski, 
Gary Anderson, Sharine Howland House, Louise Anderson Schmidt, Paula Lepisto Wickstrom, Carmen Remillard Stubbs, 
LuAnne Arnold Caul, Kallie Welenchenko Briggs, Wendy Wegner Matiski, Roberta Doris Ames, Laurie Alleman Buckingham, 
Jane Hill Wagner, Heidi Haner Anderson, Cindy Howdahl Bruggeman, Susan Ettestad Hoppe, Emilie Enzmann, Greg House 
(blue hat), Mike Nilson, Steve Fox, Kitty Sandstrom, Kristin Oveson Reid, Connie Baron Clark, Cindy Griffith Rotter, Hilary 
Williams Ramsey, Rodney Marquardt, Steve Blair, Pete Anderson, Brad Hopke, Ron Wegner, Scott Readman, Brent Bocnuk, 
Doug Grinsell, Kevin Nagurski, Jim Ballart, Tom Levene, Mike DeBenedet, Scott Johnson, Darrell Fish, Jim Smyithe, Bill Corrin, 
Kurt Boyum, Mike Katrin, Kurt Growette, Stuart Laurion, Andy Elliot, Jim Stone, Charlie Holland, Ken Sirois, Sam Evanoff, Jerry 
Klow.  *All names are included, however it’s difficult to see all faces. There were many who attended Friday only and some who 
could only come early Saturday, therefore, were unable to get in the photo – we were so glad you were there!
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Content Deadline 
for our June, 2026 edition is  

April 30, 2026. 
Send your content to Whitney at 

fhsalumninews@gmail.com  
or to P.O. Box 933,  

Int’l Falls, MN 56649.

Attention
The newsletter is available on our website at 

fallseducationfoundation.com. If you are not online, we 
are happy to continue to mail a hard copy, however, 
please notify us if you are only enjoying it online and 

would no longer like a hard copy mailed to you. 
As always, we are thankful for reader donations and 
we will continue to accept them in order to sustain 

expenses to produce our issues.

I’ll admit it, I often look at obituaries 
Submitted by

 Rich Glennie, Class of ‘66
I’m at the age where looking at 
obituaries has become a daily activity.
It’s not morbid. It’s just a natural 
progression. But I stopped going to 
so many funerals. They are coming 
more often as many old friends and 
acquaintances are passing away.

Heck, I don’t even want to go to my own funeral!
I have a habit of checking obituaries from the communities 
where I’ve lived and worked. The Falls and Fort Frances 
are two of them. And I noticed in recent years many of my 
contemporaries—old classmates as well as old neighbors—
are dying off.
Recently, I stumbled across a Facebook site for the Falls 
High graduating class of 1966. First, I’m not usually on 
Facebook. I have no Facebook account nor want one. I’m 
technology challenged.
Social media never interested me. I don’t even own a 
cellphone. My wife and children have them, but I don’t.
I’m old-school, I guess. Others think I’m just plain stubborn. 
I like to think of myself as practical. If I don’t own one, that 
eliminates the constant complaints I hear about cellphone 
reception, costs and other social media aggravations.
Second, Facebook can be viewed without being required to 
participate. That allows me to continue my curmudgeon ways 
and still be informed.
I also check funeral home sites in the Falls and Fort Frances 
to see if there is someone I knew.
I spotted some Borderland obituaries recently that brought 
me back to my fast-pitch softball days in the 1960s and 
1970s on both sides of Rainy River. There were four deaths 
in particular that caught my eye, all of them involved top-
notch fast-pitch softball pitchers from my past.
On the Falls side of the river were Paul “Bucky” Bilben and 
Ken Etienne. On the Fort Frances side were Mario Venerus 
and Jerry Moser. All were “flame throwers.”

In my playing days, I stood no chance batting against any 
of these guys. But as a sports reporter I marveled watching 
them at their craft, glad I had no talent and no desire to 
embarrass myself in the batter’s box.
The only thing worse than not seeing their fast balls at the 
plate was trying to hit Tim Larson’s funky pitching style 
or Delbert Bernard’s nasty knuckleball. I tried catching 
Bernard’s knuckleballs one game, and it took a week for all 
the bruises to heal!
During my “legend in my own mind” years of my youth, I tried 
to be a pitcher. Sadly, it did not go well.
Back then Tony Rizzo was the main umpire at the stadium 
softball field now bearing his name. I told him I would have 
been a premier pitcher had he ever called a strike. Tony’s 
reply was if I ever threw a strike, he’d call it.
We argued a lot, and I lost every argument. No wonder they 
named the park after him and not me.
I was on one city championship fast-pitch team, but it had 
little to do with my talent. I learned early, if you surround 
yourself with good, talented people, they tend to make you 
look better. I used that same philosophy when assembling a 
good news staff.
The Class of 1966’s Facebook site is a gold mine of 
information, and I thank those who update it for their 
diligence and hard work. Besides obituaries, it is great to 
see old classmates in candid photos, even though I don’t 
recognize many of them anymore.
When did some of us get so old-looking, while others never 
seem to change? Who said life was fair?
Regardless, I hope to see everyone at our 60-year class 
reunion this summer!

Did you hear? 
•	Thunderbird Lodge was purchased in 2025 for $3.2 
million by local entrepreneurs who plan to keep it as a 
resort.  

•	The International Falls School District is the recipient of  
the 2025 Community Impact Grant, awarded by 
the Rotary Club of International Falls. The $60,000 
grant will fund the construction of an Early Education 
Outdoor Center, designed to create access to an active, 
educational, and ADA-compliant space for children of all 
abilities. 
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For full obituaries or to find out 
where to leave condolences, 
visit www.greenlarsen.com 

or rainylakegazette.com

FINAL FAREWELL 
Betty Louis (Borden) Peterson, (Class of ’52), passed 
away December 16, 2025. She was born April 8, 1934. 

Douglas Myron Bohman, (Class of ’53), passed away 
September 17, 2025. He was born October 24, 1934. 

Loren Leo Reyes, (Class of ’53), passed away October 
19, 2025. He was born May 12, 1934. 

Geraldine Ann (Rasmusen) Lindsey, (Class of ’57), 
passed away August 28, 2025. She was born November 
13, 1938. 

Robert James Toninato, (Class of ’57), passed away 
December 9, 2025. He was born May 19, 1939.

Judith “Judi” Ann (Braaten) Morrison, (Class of ’60), 
passed away November 7, 2025. She was born August 
3, 1942. 

Kay Marie (Houglum) Arnold, (Class of ’61), passed 
away November 23, 2025. She was born February 17, 
1943.

Lucille Audrey (Nelson) MacMillan, (Class of ’62), 
passed away December 5, 2025. She was born January 
16, 1944. 

James Owen Miggins, (Class of ’62), passed away 
November 10, 2025. He was born May 30, 1944. 

Jacqueline “Jackie” Lisowski Glowack, (Class of ’63), 
passed away December 14, 2025. She was born August 
9, 1945. 

David Arvin Hall, (Class of ’63), passed away 
November 12, 2025. He was born April 19, 1943. 

Linda Ruthann (Holt) Servis, (Class of ’64), passed 
away November 13, 2025. She was born February 5, 
1946. 

Kathy (Reuter) Miggins, (Class of ’65), passed away. 

Diana Marie (Bacon) Kelly, (Class of ’66), passed away 
September 14, 2025. She was born January 3, 1948. 

Marilyn Jean Blesi, (Class of ’66), passed away 
September 23, 2025. She was born September 11, 1944. 

Stephen Ross, (Class of ’66), passed away January 3, 
2026. He was born September 16, 1948. 

Teresa Lucca, (Class of ’67), passed away November 2, 
2025. She was born July 13, 1949. 

Terron “Terry” Wento, (Class of ’67), passed away 
December 26, 2025. He was born January 9, 1949. 

Mary Jo (Danielson) Fischer, (Class of ’68) passed 
away December 14, 2025. She was born July 12, 1950. 

Duwayne Robert Olson, (Class of ’68), passed away 
November 16, 2025. He was born March 10, 1950. 

Elizabeth “Liz” Pauline (Hilke) Hams, (Class of ’71), 
passed away September 5, 2025. She was born January 
24, 1953. 

Rodney Mortenson, (Class of ’71), passed away 
October 15, 2025. He was born June 27, 1953. 

Catherine Ann (Thompson) Brekke, (Class of ’73), 
passed away November 21, 2025. She was born 
November 8, 1954. 

Mark Anthony Brunette, (Class of ’73), passed away 
October 13, 2025. He was born June 17, 1954. 

Tom C. Reynolds, (Class of ’74), passed away 
September 21, 2025. He was born September 25, 1956. 

Kevin Frederick Silvers, (Class of ’74), passed away 
October 12, 2025. He was born November 1, 1955. 

Delorne Jody Hell, (Class of ’75), passed away October 
27, 2025. He was born March 30, 1957. 

Paulette Rae (Morin) Bakke, (Class of ’77), passed 
away December 14, 2025. She was born January 31, 
1959. 

Joleen Marie (Kotnik) Solo, (Class of ’86), passed 
away December 10, 2025. She was born July 14, 1968. 

Benjamin Erik Anderson-Lavigne, (Class of 2001), 
passed away October 23, 2025. He was born February 
11, 1983. 
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