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find us at:
www.fallseducationfoundation.com

 https://www.facebook.com/ 
fallseducationfoundation/

Veterans Tribute 
Submitted by  
Wally Watson, Class of 1961  
US Air Force 
Please see below a letter I received on Veterans Day in 
November. It is the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War. My 
class of 1961 was draft eligible (required to serve) along with 
many other grads. 
To all those who left their homeland for the jungles of 
Vietnam. You came home expecting open arms of friends 
and loved loves. You only received rejection and sneers of 
crowds who did not understand what you did. They were 
not there when you rescued a mother and her child from the 
hands of those that did not care if they lived or died. They 
were not there when you saw your buddy die. They were not 
there when you crawled on your belly through unbearable 
heat through the jungles. They were not there. 
Years have passed and still you feel the pain. Lift up your 
eyes and open your ears as we now say thank you. You kept 
the enemy at bay for those who live today. Let us put our 
arms around you and let you hear the thank you from our 
beating hearts. Let us shake your hand in gratefulness for all 
you did and feel our welcoming you home. 
Remember you did what you were called to do and there is 
no shame in that. 
May we all say welcome soldier, welcome home. 
C Evans Army E-3

Bronco Athletic Hall of Fame
The 2025 induction class includes: 

• Carol Ahlstrom
• Wayne Haglund 

• Jim Knapp 
• Bob Youso

• 1994-95 Boys Hockey 
• 1995 4 x 400 girls relay team

The induction ceremony will take place  
Saturday, May 3 at Backus Community Center.

Bronco and junior starter Kane Thompson was recognized in 
November as Sports Illustrated’s Top Minnesota Linebacker. 
Thompson was nominated for the award with 13,000 votes. 
During the football season, Thompson led his team and the 
entire state of Minnesota tackles with more than 120 tackles 
total, and 10 of those tackles being for a loss of yards. He 
even collected an interception. 
Thompson had 68 solo tackles in 2023 and four fumble 
recoveries along with one interception and one sack. 

Sports Illustrated’s Top  
Minnesota Linebacker

A local city employee dressed up as The Grinch and dragged 
a Christmas tree through the streets of International Falls 
during the holiday season. 

Hometown Hobby & Crafts now occupies the space where 
Ketola’s used to be. 
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For full obituaries or to find out  
where to leave condolences, 
visit www.greenlarsen.com 

or rainylakegazette.com

FINAL FAREWELL 
Betty (Hall) Blankman, (Class of ’48), passed away 
October 6, 2024. She was born March 16, 1930. 
Leo Karsnia, (Class of ’52), passed away November 15, 
2024. He was born February 9, 1934. 
Maria (Weiss) Baldwin, (Class of ’54), passed away 
September 14, 2024. She was born January 21, 1935. 
Thomas Benjamin Glowack, (Class of ’57), passed away 
September 29, 2024. He was born February 14, 1939. 
Elanora “Ellie” Pauline (Woodbridge) Pound, (Class 
of ’57), passed away September 29, 2024. She was born 
July 21, 1939. 
Helen Hilke Tingblad, (Class of ’57), passed away 
December 2, 2024. She was born January 21, 1939. 
William Andrew Elliott, (Class of ’59), passed away 
November 14, 2024. He was born September 8, 1941. 
Sandra “Sandi” Lynn (Larson) Holmestad, (Class of 
’62), passed away October 21, 2024. She was born April 
3, 1944. 
Betty Jane (Nordlum) Gerlach, (Class of ’63), passed 
away September 12, 2024. She was born May 1, 1945. 
Janet Burrock Kopp, (Class of ’66), passed away 
November 19, 2024. She was born October 4, 1947. 

Georgia Ann (Biondich) Perrine, (Class of ’66), passed 
away November 30, 2024. She was born December 1, 
1947. 
John Howard “Wally” Fulton, (Class of ’67), passed 
away September 21, 2024. He was born October 24, 1948. 
Thomas Edward Holm, (Class of ’67), passed away 
September 29, 2024. He was born October 27, 1948. 
Bruce Alan Walker, (Class of ’70), passed away 
November 29, 2024. He was born July 11, 1952. 
Delbert “Bert” Eugene Leggett, (Class of ’71), passed 
away October 29, 2024. He was born in 1953. 
Wayne Allen Poster, (Class of ’74), passed away 
December 6, 2023. He was born December 9, 1955. 
Jay Alan Jespersen, (Class of ’81), passed away October 
17, 2024. He was born February 27, 1963. 
Marvin Lee Theisen, (Class of ’90), passed away August 
30, 2024. He was born September 14, 1970. 
Mary Moe, (Faculty), passed away October 19, 2024. She 
was born June 25, 1953. 
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